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College London informs on 
Catholic Apostolic history Shepherd Manfred Henke (centre) together with 

offsprings of the late apostle Cardale (Photo: Henke)

Zurich/Hamburg. On Friday 15 April 2011 novelist Ian McEwan opened a new web 
resource to the general public. This website, sponsored by the Leverhulme 
Foundation, is hosted by University College London. This academic institution was 
founded in 1826 in Bloomsbury, a part of London that was being converted from 
waste land to a favoured residential quarter. For the first time people who were not 
members of the Church of England were given a chance of acquiring higher degrees 
at an English university.

In the nineteenth century Bloomsbury became an intellectual powerhouse for 
England. The existing order was critically reviewed, there was a reforming agenda, 
and a search for spiritual orientation took various forms. John Bate Cardale, the first 
Apostle of the Catholic Apostolic Church, lived next door to Charles Dickens, the 
world famous novelist and social critic. And only a few minutes’ walk away the new 
church building for the central church was inaugurated in Gordon Square in 1853. 

Manuscript from the archive in Hamburg

Shepherd Henke, a member of the work group “History of the New Apostolic 
Church”, was invited by Professor Rosemary Ashton, who is in overall charge of the 
project, to contribute an article on the church in Gordon Square. For this, he could 
make use of manuscripts kept in the church archives in Hamburg. Together with 
some of Apostle Cardales descendants Shepherd Henke took part in the final 
project conference and the ensuing reception in which the website was formally 
opened (Photo). A private gathering followed in which there was a lively discussion of 
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issues relating to the Catholic Apostolic Curch as well as to the New Apostolic 
Church.

Cardale and Irving

Dr Tim Grass, author of a forthcoming biography of Edward Irving, gave an address 
on “John Bate Cardale, Bloomsbury Apostle”. In the course of an earlier conference 
Barbara Waddington, archivist at the Presbyterian church in Regent Square, that had 
been closed to Irving in April 1832, had given her view of Irving. An alphabetical 
listing of streets and institutions gives further information on themes that are of 
interest for students of the Catholic Apostolic Church and its history, in particular. In 
Britain the New Apostolic Church is usually considered the direct continuation of the 
Catholic Apostolic Church. Thus Professor Ashton insisted that Shepherd Henke’s 
article should refer to connection between both churches.

» Bloomsbury Project

19 April 2011 
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The Catholic Apostolic Church and its Gordon Square Cathedral: Bloomsbury,
the ‘Irvingites’ and the Catholic Apostolic Church

Manfred Henke

Elsewhere on this site Barbara Waddington tells us about Edward Irving’s career as ‘a shoot-
ing star in a Presbyterian pulpit’. On 2 May 1832 Irving, together with a congregation of about
800 communicants, was locked out of the Regent Square church that had been built for his
ministry. Barbara continues that some months later they ‘moved away from Bloomsbury to a
more permanent home in Newman Street, where the Catholic Apostolic Church was born.’1

Let us briefly look at the events that had led up to this. Irving’s lectures on the Second Ad-
vent had inspired Henry Drummond, a wealthy banker and Member of Parliament, to host a
series of conferences on the interpretation of biblical prophecy at Albury Park in Surrey.
When those conferences started in 1826 they were interdenominational and the participants
represented a wide range of evangelical opinion. The fifth and last conference took place in
June 1830, and by then there had been faith healings, speaking in tongues and prophesying
among some fervent Presbyterian believers near Glasgow. At Albury opinions clashed on the
authenticity of those ‘manifestations’ as signs of the expected latter-day glory of the Church,
and bitter recriminations put an end to evangelical solidarity amongst the assembled clergy
and laity. Irving, supported by Drummond, did not doubt that God once more spoke through
tongues and prophecy and eventually permitted their exercise in his church. The trustees
took action to put an end to what they considered disorder in their public services. After his
expulsion from Regent Square Irving resorted to open air services and other makeshift gath-
erings until John Bate Cardale helped the congregation to hire an exhibition hall in Newman
Street in October 1832. Irving died in December 1834, but the congregation continued to
worship in Newman Street, now led by their new “Angel” Christopher Heath, a former dentist.
They accepted the overall authority of a college of twelve apostles ‘separated’ from all other
ecclesiastical authority by a joint action of the ‘Angels’ of the ‘Seven Churches’ that had been
formed in London in Bishopsgate, Southwark, Chelsea, Islington, Paddington and Westmin-
ster.2

About twenty years later this congregation returned to Bloomsbury – and their big church in
Gordon Square has proved a more lasting monument to the religious group known as the
Catholic Apostolic Church than what Barbara rightly called their ‘more permanent home’ in a
former picture gallery in 14, Newman Street. However, if any of their members had predicted
this in 1832, he or she would have been charged with lack of faith. When Irving had planned
to build another church the prophets had interfered, pointing out that the churches had
proved themselves part of the spiritual Babylon they had had to leave and ‘they should not
assemble in future in any thing called a chapel, or built for that purpose’ until the Lord’s im-
minent second coming.3 The 33 years’ lease of the Newman Street premises4 can be related
to ideas Irving then held on the time it would take until the close of the Christian dispensa-
tion. Irving’s followers believed that the faithful were due to be caught up into the air and

1
Cf. http://www.ucl.ac.uk/bloomsbury-project/articles/events/conference2009/waddington.pdf Irving’s

flock met at various places between their expulsion from Regent Street in May 1832 and their removal
to a former picture gallery in Newman Street in October. Cf. Harold B. Copinger, ‘Annals of the Lord’s
Work,’ pp. 26–28. (This is a typescript with handwritten additions, photocopies of which have been
deposited in various libraries, int. al. in the Library and Archives of the New Apostolic Church North
Germany in Hamburg.)
2

This short account is based on my own reading of primary sources, but cf. int. al., Edward Trimen,
‘The Rise and Progress of the Work of the Lord,’ [1904], mimeographed version, passim; Plato Ernest
Shaw, The Catholic Apostolic Church Sometimes Called Irvingite: A Historical Study, New York 1946,
pp. 26–59. On the Seven Churches once existing in London cf. Willy Beyer, The Seven Churches in
London, Buxton, Derbys., 1931.
3

Anon., ‘Mr. Irving’s Church the Sign of the Times,’ The Morning Watch or Quarterly Journal on
Prophecy, and Theological Review, vol. 6, (Sept. 1832), p. 225. At that stage The Morning Watch
propagated the ideas of Irving and his adherents and was published by James Fraser, Regent Street.
4

Copinger, ‘Annals,’ op. cit., p. 28.
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Tim Grass, ‘John Bate Cardale, Bloomsbury Apostle’

As an ecclesiastical building, the so-called Church of Christ the King in Gordon Square, which opened for

worship in 1853, looks anything but radical today; from the outside, there is nothing to distinguish it

from a Roman Catholic or Anglican building of the same era. Yet it was the best known church of a

movement which in its day was seen by many as radical and as a threat to the peace and stability of the

existing religious landscape. That movement became known as the Catholic Apostolic Church (CAC),

although it has always disclaimed exclusive rights to a title which, it acknowledged, was applied in the

ancient creeds to the whole body of Christian people. The CAC claimed (i) that the Second Coming of

Christ was imminent; (ii) that the Christian Church was woefully ill-prepared for the events believed to

be associated with that great day and ripe (along with the nations of Christendom) for divine judgement;

and (iii) that God in his mercy had restored the office of apostle to the church, giving twelve apostles to

perfect it at the end of the age as he had given twelve to found it at the beginning. On the strength of

these convictions, the CAC, led by its apostles, bore witness to the heads of church and state; to

Christian clergy; and to all Christian people, calling on them to accept its message as the answer to the

shortcomings of the contemporary churches of which many were partly aware, and as the only way to

safety in the face of impending judgement and tribulation. Needless to say, there is a fascinating story to

be told, and Manfred Henke has provided a paper for the website which outlines the history behind the

church’s building and its diaconal and educational work. At the heart of the story of this movement,

however, is a quintessentially establishment figure, the solicitor John Bate Cardale. This paper sketches

his life and work, and considers his role within the CAC. It draws on my own research (have been

interested in the CAC for many years, and am writing a history of it) and on that of others, for Cardale

has been recognized in academic circles as a scholarly liturgist who is not to be written off as a leader of

some fringe religious group.1

* * *

John Bate Cardale was born on 7 November 1802 at 28 Lambs Conduit St, off Gray’s Inn Rd, and was

baptized at St Andrew’s, Holborn. Educated at Rugby School, he was articled to his father William in

1818, at the family’s legal practice in 2 Bedford Row. He appears to have been serious about religious

matters from a fairly early age, for by 1822 he was wanting to take holy orders in the Church of England,

and telling his cousin that only a sense of duty would induce him to be admitted as an attorney once his

articles had expired.2 However, his father appears to have disapproved and his cousin advised him to

remain in the legal profession as a person of integrity.3 Thereafter John applied himself to his work,

being admitted to the Court of King’s Bench on 9 July 1824. His father immediately made him a partner

in both his firms, Cardale and Buxton, of 14 Holborn Court, at Gray’s Inn; and Cardale and Bramley, at 2

Bedford Row. William himself promptly retired, an indication of his confidence in his son’s ability.4

1
My writing has been greatly facilitated by the assistance I have received from members of his family.

2
Cardale to James Melville, 3 October 1822; quoted in John Lancaster, ‘John Bate Cardale: The Quest for

Catholicity’ (B.Phil. thesis, University of St Andrews, 1977), 46.
3

G.C. Boase to Mrs Cardale, 16 February 1885 (in private hands); Melville to Cardale, 22 October 1822, quoted in
Lancaster, ‘Cardale’, 47. Other members of the family did enter the ministry, however. Among them was his
brother Edward (1810-93), who became Rector of Uckfield.
4

Lancaster, ‘Cardale’, 48, citing J. C. L. Sweet to John Lancaster, 16 February 1977.

Barbara Waddington

Edward Irving, a Shooting Star in a Presbyterian Pulpit

So how did this educated Presbyterian son of an Annan tanner achieve the
transitory glory of a ‘shooting star’ in the London of the post-Regency period?

Edward Irving himself at the start of his meteoric career would have had no
doubts. On his eighteenth birthday, the 4th of August 1810, he observed in his
Diary, “It is at present my intention to become a Clergyman of the Church of
Scotland – and with this view I have studied at the University four successive
winters.”

In 1821 the congregation of the struggling Caledonian Chapel at Cross Street,
Hatton Garden were in need of a new minister.

By this time Irving was a not altogether successful assistant to the pre-
eminent Dr Thomas Chalmers at the Tron Church in Glasgow. Although a
hardworking and sympathetic visitor of the poor, his preaching was not to the
taste of the congregation and it was not unknown for people to exit the church
on hearing that Edward Irving was to take the service.

Edward must have felt truly tested. There seemed no prospect of him getting
a church in Glasgow, and he was aware of his unpopularity as a preacher. At
this low ebb came deliverance which he described in the dedication of his book
The Last Days: “Well do I remember the morning when, as I sat in my lonely
apartment, meditating the uncertainties of a preacher’s calling, and revolving
in my mind the purposes of missionary work, this stranger stepped in upon
my musing, and opened to me the commission with which he had been
charged”. The stranger was Mr Laurie, one of the elders of the Caledonian
Chapel, who, while on business in Glasgow had ‘talent spotted’ him. The
charge was to ask Edward to undertake a four-week trial as minister at the
Chapel in London.

This is not to say that Irving did not have some slight doubts. After all London
was a long way from home but the fact that it was the London elders who had
approached him, endorsed his belief that this was his genuine call from God,
because “Your invitation has come without any endeavour on my part …”

Needless to say the trial was a success, and he was offered the job. Indeed, so
keen were they to have him that the obligatory need for the pastor to preach in
Gaelic was obviated by the Elders getting a Bill passed to annul this
requirement.

If he had had any doubts they surely must have been assuaged by the
increasing congregation, with the approval of his preaching, and a doubled
stipend, which he was only too eager to share with his life-long friend, Thomas
Carlyle. “I have received the call most respectably signed, and what with
subscriptions and the first of the Seat-rents, the security of £500 a year, so
that I trust being able to entertain you yet in London as every honest hearted
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