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Apostle Cardale’s Position
within the College of Apostles
Zurich. In the German edition of our church periodical “Our Family” of 20 January
2008 an article was published entitled “Apostle Cardale’s Position within the
College of Apostles”. In it, the authors show that this apostle held a special position
among his fellow apostles, being the first-called and “pillar” of the apostles.
Here we publish an annotated English version of that article.
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Apostle Cardale’s Position within the College of
Apostles
In a letter to the editor, published in the Daily Express of 24 July 1877, a strange anecdote
was circulated. William Grant, who had left the Catholic Apostolic Church in anger after he
had belonged to it for five years, had heard it and retold it in that letter: The apostles have
assembled in council. Apostle Cardale has submitted a proposal, but his fellow apostles argue against it. He arises, takes his hat and says: “Well, gentlemen, I leave you; when you
see your way to assent to my proposition you may send for me.”1
Six days before this letter appeared, Apostle John Bate Cardale had died. William Grant was
not appeased and in his rancour he meant to demonstrate that the deceased leader had exercised authoritarian rule in the apostolic college and amongst members of the church. “Chief
apostle“ he was called by some contemporaries,2 and one might equate this with the present
Chief Apostle’s position. This would be a mistake, we cannot equate Apostle Cardale’s position with that of a New Apostolic Chief Apostle. What, then, was Cardale’s position amongst
his fellow apostles?
“Pillar of Apostles“
The first fact to mention is that Cardale was the “Pillar of Apostles“. Among the prophets,
evangelists and pastors, too, there was such a “pillar” of every ministry. We can describe the
duties of the pillar of evangelists as follows: he receives the apostles’ instructions and then
hands them on to his fellow evangelists. In addition, he teaches other evangelists how to
perform their duties. In reverse, he can forward the evangelists’ questions and requests to
the apostles. The apostles, however, did not receive directions or instruction through their
“pillar”.
Only when acting as a unity, could the apostles arrive at binding decisions. When the apostles met in council, there were two votes. In a first vote, they found out what the majority
thought, but unanimity was required in the second voting. If the first vote showed that they
would not agree, there was no second.3 Some of the liturgical practices Cardale proposed in
1846 could not be introduced because the apostles failed to arrive at a unanimous decision.4
The anecdote handed down by William Grant of Cardale leaving the apostles’ council,
threatening not to return before the other apostles had accepted his position, does not seem
convincing to us. We know from those parts of his correspondence that are accessible that
Cardale was ready to fight for his convictions, but there is plenty of evidence that he stead1
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H. M. Prior, My Experiences of the Catholic Apostolic Church, Stratford 1880, p. 17, quoting Grant’s letter to
the editor published in The Daily Express of 2 July 1877 (also quoted in Plato Ernest Shaw, The Catholic Apostolic Church Sometimes Called Irvingite. A Historical Study, New York 1946, pp. 72 f.). - Once again, the authors would like to thank Dr. Tim Grass F.R.Hist.S. of Horsham, West Sussex, for his help in checking the English version of this article for linguistic and stylistic accuracy.
Prior, op. cit., p. 16.
Cf. [Manfred Henke and Walter Drave], “Apostles’ Council 1851: No Agreement on Measures to Restore the
Twelvefold Unity of Apostles”, p. 3, note 13, published on this website at http://www.nak.org/fileadmin/
download/pdf/KeineEinigung1851_engl_ArtikelInternet.pdf,
Cf. ibid., pp. 2 f.
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