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Apostle Carlyle’s Thoughts on
the Work of the Apostles for
Christendom
Zurich.
In January 2007 we introduced a treatise in the New Apostolic Church
magazine Our Family by way of which Apostle Carlyle had sought to express some
important thoughts from the “Great Testimony” to a larger audience in 1843. This
occurred prior to the introduction of Holy Sealing (1847) and before the actual start of
his activity in Northern Germany. Here we would like to familiarise our readers with
thoughts that the same Apostle published in the German language in the years 1850
and 1851.
The 91-page book entitled “Apostles Given, Lost, and Restored” was published in
1850 by C. G. Brandis in Berlin. A short booklet of only 16 pages was published in
1851 by the same publisher under the title “A Short History of the Apostolic Work”.
This was the printed version of a seminar that the Apostle had given in the

congregation of Buchwäldchen (Silesia) on 4 April 1851. Both texts were only meant
to be distributed among members of the Apostolic congregations. The first of these
texts was to explain the “nature of the work … which has been accomplished by the
Apostles, and which is yet to be accomplished by the Apostles.” The second was to
point out what had already happened and what would yet come to pass through the
Apostles before the return of Christ.
Read our extensive documentation here:
Apostle Carlyle’s Thoughts on the Work of Apostles for Christendom
Apostles Given, Lost, and Restored
A Short History of the Apostolic Work
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Apostle Carlyle’s Thoughts on the Work of
Apostles for Christendom
In 1843 Apostle Carlyle published a book which was intended to introduce the general public
to some important ideas from the “Great Testimony“.1 This was done before sealing was introduced (1847) and before Carlyle really started his apostolic activity in North Germany. In
this article we present some ideas which the apostle originally published in German in 1850
and 1851.
The German version of Apostles, Given, Lost, and Restored was published in Berlin in 1850
by the church publisher C.G. Brandis. It was printed in larger letters than the English version
published in 1853 and contained 91 pages. In the year after, a little booklet of only 16 pages
appeared at the same publisher’s, later published in English as A Short History of the Apostolic Work. This booklet contained the text of a lecture the apostle had held at Buchwaeldchen, a little place in Silesia.2 Both publications were intended for distribution among members of the apostolic churches only. The first publication was to explain “the nature of the
work done and to be done by apostles,”3 the second was to show what had already happened and what was still expected to happen through apostles before Christ’s return.
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THE APOSTOLIC WORK.
APOSTLES
Translated from the German.

Interruption and Continuation of the Apostolic Work
“It is the Church ... which is Apostolic” we read in the Great Testimony,4 but the reader cannot feel quite sure if this only applies to a church led by apostles. If all ministries continued to
exist in Christ as the head of the church, one may conclude that the church was apostolic
even when there were no apostles active in the church. Apostle Carlyle’s view was that the
church, being apostolic, should have had living apostles at all times. He admitted that God
“follows his children, in their error and ignorance, with his blessing, in so far as consists with
his wisdom“,5 but he warns that “we dare not use that operation as an argument against his
legitimate mode of working, by demanding that the exception shall be the rule.”6 He holds
that “the past 18 centuries form a gap in the legitimate divine leadership“ in which the church
passed through the wilderness7 and “has not progressed a step”.8 If there are apostles in the
church there must be progress towards the heavenly goal: “Their work is a continual travail in
birth“9

GIVEN, LOST, AND RESTORED.

___________________________________________________

1

Cf. Walter Drave and Manfred Henke, „’Die Kirche in unserer Zeit’. Zum Kirchenverständnis des Apostels Carlyle“, Unsere Familie, 2/2007 of 20 Januar 2007, pp. 32-34. There is no English version of
this article.
The present Polish name is Buczynka in Silesia.
Carlyle, Apostles Given, Lost, and Restored, London 1853, p. 33. We quote (where possible) from
this English version. The text is published on this website together with this article. References to the
page numbers of the German edition are included. For the text of the German edition, cf. the German
version of this article.
4
“Great Testimony”, paragraph 43, cf. the synopsis published by the Work Group “History of the NAC
on 19 September 2006 at http://www.nak.org/en/news/publications/article/14439/ .
5
Carlyle, Apostles Given, Lost, and Restored, p. 12.
6
Ibid., p. 12, cf. ibid., p. 32.
7
Carlyle, Das apostolische Amt, Berlin 1850, p. 40. Text quoted as translated by us and inserted into
our edition of Carlyle, Apostles Given, as an addition to p. 23.
8
Carlyle, Apostles Given, Lost, and Restored, p. 23.
9
Ibid., p. 23
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