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On 20 October the third of five articles appears in the German edition of the official
church periodical "Unsere Familie". Here we will publish important source material
and annotated versions of the articles in English, distributed by the Working Group
History of the New Apostolic Church.

The third part

In this article on the Great Testimony we sum up some more teachings contained in
that document. The authors of the Great Testimony believe that in baptism the Holy
Spirit is given for regeneration. They expect a future dispensing of the Holy Spirit
through the laying on of apostles’ hands. This is defined as a complement and
“confirmation” of water baptism.
It is an open question if the apostle ministry is to continue until the return of Christ or
if it is considered an unrepeatable end-time event which will take place shortly
before that return.
The doctrine of the four-fold ministry is based on a particular interpretation of
Ephesians 4.11 combined with typological interpretations of other biblical passages.
After the death of the first apostles the remaining ministries act in diminished
strength. At some future date their bearers will have to decide if they want to follow
the apostles or become ministers of Antichrist.
Before that time arrives, a church “not having spot, or wrinkle”, able to resist
Antichrist, is to be erected through apostles. It will be the refuge in the time of the
great tribulation. The bishops are called upon then to lead their flocks into it. The
statements about the time of the end are open to interpretation.
Faithful Christians are advised to practise obedience towards existing authorities,
even if those authorities sap the foundations of their rule by acknowledging the
doctrine of the sovereignty of the people. The expected overthrow of all existing
authorities will be accomplished by the followers of Antichrist.
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The “Great Testimony“
A crucial document of the Catholic Apostolic Church
(Part 2)
In this article we continue our survey of some important statements contained in the “Great
Testimony“. We summarize what the British apostles taught there about water baptism and
the dispensing of the Holy Spirit, the apostle ministry and other ministries of the church as
well as the future they expected. Finally, we look at what they had to say on politics.1
Water Baptism and the dispensing of the Spirit
The authors of the Testimony followed the Protestant tradition in which they had grown up in
assuming that there are two sacraments in the Christian church: Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. In addition, they wrote about a laying on of hands by apostles as something expected in the future (paragraph 114). The “laying-on of apostles’ hands” or “sealing“, as it
was called, was first dispensed in 1847, ten years after the Testimony had been made public.2
As the British apostles see it, the sacrament in which re-birth or regeneration is given is baptism with water. It says in paragraph 25, that the sacrament of baptism is “the washing of
regeneration, whereby God of His great mercy saveth us (Titus, iii. 5.); for we who were dead
in trespasses and sins (Ephes. ii. 1. 5.), are therein born again of the Holy Ghost (John, iii.
5); the sons of God, ... and by the communication of that life we become verily and indeed
members of the risen Lord Jesus Christ (Ephes. v. 30.) ...” Against this background we can
understand the statement that in all the centuries in which apostles were not active, “multitudes of the race of man have been regenerated unto God” (paragraph 65).
One of the tasks of apostles is “to bestow the Holy Ghost by the laying on of their hands,
whether for sealing all who believe, or for ordaining the Ministers of the House of God” (paragraph 37). The laying on of hands for “sealing and confirming the saints“ contains in it the
“imparting the gifts of the Holy Ghost as the Spirit willeth to divide them to every man severally” (paragraph 37). The sealing of the firstfruits is interpreted as a complement and “confirmation“ of water baptism.
The apostles’ commission
To start with, we have to point out that in the Catholic Apostolic Church apostles were not
ordained. For proof, Galatians 1.1 was regularly quoted where St. Paul says of himself that
he is “an apostle, neither of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father”
(cf. paragraph 49). We find repeated what could already be read in the Testimony to the Anglican clergy, “that the Apostleship was Twelvefold”, but “that the number of those who
should successively stand in the office” was not limited, “for all Scripture and the undisputed
traditions of the Church do plainly shew, that more than twelve men in the first ages laboured
1

Once again, the authors would like to thank Dr. Tim Grass of Horsham, West Sussex, for his help in
checking the English version of this article for linguistic and stylistic accuracy.
2
Cf. int. al. [F. V. Woodhouse], A Narrative of Events Affecting the Position and Prospects of the
Whole Christian Church, London 21885 (and reprints), pp. 120 ff, Karl Born, Das Werk des Herrn unter
Aposteln, Bremen 1974, p. 39.
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